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own benefit* He is concerned merely with the interests
of himself and his family* He bestows no thought or
care upon the welfare of others, for the latter will take care
of themselves* In so doing, he becomes selfish and lives
entirely for himself, his wife and children* If he succeeds,
he gets all the honour and glory, not his parents* If he
fails, he has only himself and no others to thank* He
alone has to suffer the penalty of the law, and so he is
apt to forget the duties he owes to his true self* He
becomes less responsible, and therefore such a thing
as mutual responsibility is unknown*

Under the patriarchal system the paterfamilias is
omnipotent* He is looked up to by the whole family,
and is consulted on all questions* He is the centre of
gravitation, the one source from whom alt influences
radiate* A son may himself have a family and children,
but as long as the paterfamilias is alive, the latter's word
is law* Of course, a heartless father may wield a despotic
rule over the rest of his family, and his obstinacy or
imperiousness may block the way to all progress* But
we are dealing with sensible people, men who regard
the family not as an object to be exploited upon, but
one which must be honoured and glorified* The members
are like so many partners in a firm, of which the pater-
familias is the oldest or leading partner*

Accordingly, there is developed a sense of respect and
veneration for one's parents and elders, which seems to
be greater than the Westerner's love for one's parents*
The latter affection terminates, so to speak, with the
parents themselves, whereas the former regards the parents
not merely as such, but also as the leaders of a house, or